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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

The Uinta chipmunk occurs at high elevations in the Inyo and White Mts., and in the
southern Sierra Nevada from southern Mono Co. to northeastern Tulare Co. Optimal habitat
is open, subalpine conifer forest of whitebark, foxtail, limber, and bristlecone pines. Prefers
exposed slopes and ridges near timberline. In the White Mts., occurs from 2560-3450 m
(8200-11,000 ft) (Hock 1963), and in the Sierra Nevada, from 2350-3280 m (7500-10,500 ft)
(Johnson 1943).

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Feeds mainly on seeds and fruits, including pines, juniper, grasses, and forbs,
as well as on fungi. Searches on the ground, in shrubs, trees, and snags. Stores food in
underground caches.

Cover: Uses scattered subalpine trees as refuges (Johnson 1943). Also uses brush and
rocks for shelter.

Reproduction: Uses burrows, snags, and logs for nesting.

Water: Probably does not require water source other than food, but may use such
sources if available.

Pattern: Associated with sparse to open-canopy subalpine conifer habitats.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns: Diurnal. Probably hibernates (Heller and Poulson 1970), with periods of
dormancy lasting several days separated by arousals for feeding.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: None.

Home Range: In Nevada, home ranges measured 100 m (325 ft) in the longest dimension
(Brown 1971).

Territory: May defend nest area and concentrated food sources. In Nevada, individuals
were tolerant of conspecifics and frequently traveled in pairs or groups of mixed sex and age
(Brown 1971).

Reproduction: On Wheeler Peak (Mono Co.), 2 females caught in mid-June had 4 and 5
embryos (Hall 1946); females were suckling young in early August at 10,500 ft. In the
Toiyabe Mts. (7500-9000 ft), young were out of the burrow in June (Linsdale 1938).



Niche: This small, diurnal omnivore is sympatric with T. alpinus and T. speciosus at high
elevations in the Sierra Nevada. Relationships with these species are unknown, but T.
speciosus tends to occur in denser forests, and T. alpinus can occur where trees are absent.
In the White Mts., T. umbrinus occurs at higher elevations than T. panamintinus, and at lower
elevations than T. minimus. Predators probably include raptors, weasels, coyotes, foxes, and
bobcats.

Comments: In California, this species has been studied very little, most research having
been conducted in Nevada and Utah.
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